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[N]ews letter

Habitat for Humanity Global Village 2007 Mongolia

This spring, | will be volunteering with Habitat
for Humanity in Darkhan, Mongolia for two
weeks. It will be my first time volunteering with
Habitat for Humanity, and | am looking forward
to supporting the need for decent, affordable
housing for low-income earners and their fami-
lies.

Mongolia is a nation in which an estimated 36
% of the population lives below the national
poverty line. In 1990 Mongolia's economy en-
tered recession with the dismantlement of the
former U.S.S.R. There is an acute shortage of
affordable housing due to the lack of construc-
tion since the collapse of Russian subsidies;
many existing apartments are severely over-
crowded with 10 18 people sharing two or
three bedrooms.

Traditional gers (round Mongolian felt tents)
have no running water and are a fire hazard,
while many houses built in ger districts are di-
lapidated shacks with inadequate insulation for
the severe winter temperatures.
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